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at Para. Madame Valdez is an invalid ; she cannot visit
iquitos, and I should not like to become her daughter
without knowing and being known by her. My mother
agrees with me in thinking so. We should like to per-
suade my father to take us to Belem, Do you not think
so ?"

To this proposition Manoel had replied by pressing
Minha's hand. He also had a great wish for his mother to
be present at his marriage. Benito had approved the
scheme without hesitation, and it was only necessary to
persuade Joam Garral. And hence on this day the young
men had gone out hunting in the woods, so as to leave
Yaquita alone with her husband.

In the afternoon these two were in the large room of the
house. Joam Garral, who had just come in, was half re-
clining on a couch of plaited bamboos, when Yaquita, a
little anxious, came and seated herself beside him.

To tell Joam of the feelings which Manoel entertained
towards his daughter was not what troubled her The
happiness of Minha could not but be assured by the mar-
riage, and Joam would be glad to welcome to his arms the
new son whose sterling qualities he recognized and appre-
ciated. But to persuade her husband to leave the fazenda
Yaquita felt to be a very serious matter.

In fact, since Joam Garral, then a young man, had
arrived in the country, he had never left it for a day